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Murcia, February 24™, 2012

To Whom It May Concern:

I have shared work with Raul Dominguez at the CEBAS (CSIC) in Murcia
during the last four years. At that time he was working to obtain his Ph.D. degree,
by analyzing the phytochemical composition of brassicas and the antioxidant
potential of plant extracts as well antitumoral properties using in vifro models (cell
culture). In addition, I have been supervising his work as Ph.D. researcher from
October 2011 to nowadays. During this period I have introduced him to the
metabolomics techniques and the MS/MS approaches to investigate the
bioavailability of bioactive compounds and oxidative stress markers after their
dietary intake. This technology is currently employed by Raul Dominguez to assess
the bioavailability of bioactive compounds from brassicaceas (mainly glucosinolates
and isothiocyanates) as well as their metabolic derivatives in healthy volunteers.
During the period in which I have share the work place with the applicant, he has
showed himself as an independent researcher, applying valuable and imaginative
solutions to the distinct difficulties linked to the research work.

Furthermore, Raul Dominguez has joined biomedical research groups
previously to his work as predoctoral fellowship at CEBAS-CSIC, which has
allowed him to acquire technical skills related to cell biology and molecular biology
as well as histological methods that turn him into a versatile worker at the same time
that guarantee his capacity to acquire additional lab abilities to reach independent
working in distinct fields. This fact remains proved given his interesting publication
background.

Sincerely,

Angel Gil Izquierdo
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Macedonian Journal of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering
           July 22nd  2013
Dear editor,
according to the Instructions for Authors, please, find attached our manuscript entitled: 
“New amino acids in pear-jujube (Z. jujuba) fruits. effect of maturation on fruit eating quality” by J. Collado-González, Z.N. Cruz, S. Medina, C.D. Mellisho, A. Galindo, P. Rodríguez, I. Egea, F. Romojaro, F. Ferreres, A. Torrecillas, A. Gil-Izquierdo.
The novelty of this work was the identification for first time in pear-jujube an essential amino acid (Cys-cys) and seven no essential amino acids (p-Hyp, AADA, Orn, BAIB, AABA, Cysta and HCys-Cys) as well as the study of the behavior of free amino acids present in this fruit under two different water stress treatments. Is important to emphasize the identification of four amino thiols (Cys-cys, Met, Cista and Hcys-cys) in pear-jujube fruit because biothiols are the most important antioxidants that protect cells from any kind of oxidative damage. Data obtained in the present work show that pear-jujube fruit maturation period is sensitive to water deficit, achieving a more ripening degree proportional to water stress treatments appplied in fruits. With regard to response of behavior of amino acids to water deficit, fruit free amino acids was not as sensitive as expected, because it did not show a direct relation to the magnitude of water deficit. Even though the behavior of free amino acids was not as expected, the fact that levels of free amino acid asparagine decreased with severe water deficit is a positive aspect in order to avoid risks of acrylamide formation during fruit heat-processing and could be a warning compound about the dramatic water stress grade of this fruit tree.
The correspondence concerning our manuscript should be addressed to:

Angel Gil-Izquierdo, Ph.D. (corresponding and submitting author)

C.E.B.A.S.-C.S.I.C. – FOOD SCI. & TECHNOL. DEPT.

Campus de Espinardo – Edificio 25, P.O. BOX 164, E-30.100 Espinardo, Murcia (SPAIN)

Phone: +34968396363; Fax: +34968396213; angelgil@cebas.csic.es

If you need any further assistance or information, please, do not hesitate to contacting us.
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